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OTTAWA — A local aud.lolo 1st lS hopmg
other provinces will follow the lead of soine

New Brunswick schools tha’care taking'steps to E '_

tame noisy classrooms.

On Parliament Hill yesterdax Aridre Lafar.
gue, an audiologist with River Valley Health, -
urged provincial governments to do nioreto
ensure classrooms are construcﬁed $0- that

@ Some N.B. schoois have already |
Installed amplification: systems to |
help s'tudents better Bmae teachers- )
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studen’s can hear pmperly for bet»
tér knowledge refention.

He said moreneeds to be done
to protect teachers from straining
their volces whils talking over noise
dlstractlons, such as computers and

; ,projectors in classrooms. .

Amumiber of New Brunsmck ’
schools have already installed.
amphﬁcation systemns in fheir:
clagsroomis to help. stadents hear
more cléarly and to allow teachers
to talk above classrmm distractions
,th‘nout rmsmg ‘thieir voioe&

“Teachers-ares ‘equipped mth a
sma]l niicraphons. and surrsund -
sound speakers-are setup in the
classroom fo ensure students can

hearclesxlxmgarﬂlessof where

they’tesiftifigin the room.

Many scheols have purchased
the amiplification systems them-
selves, costing; between $1,200 ang
31 500 per unit.

Lafargue sa:d New answiz:k is
“Jéading the way across:the coun-
u-y" in making: chiangesin class- -
rooms 10: allow shldents m leam

* moreefficiently. -

“I¢is essential for parents jo
Xkriow that nojsy classrooms: have -
the potentml to negauvaly affect .-

- their children’s learning, particu .

larly for ‘children with learning
disabmtm ‘hearing loss or those
ledrning in a sewnd Ianguage.” he
ssud

had proper-acoustics, it could help
absorb noises. v
- Therp are. schools inall mne

Enghsh Speakmg schodl districtsin’
‘New. Brunswick’ that are Iookingto
in- classroom ampliﬁaaﬁon systems

' "Wé are creaﬁng classrooms that .
| arevery’ technologically: advanced,
but we're creating a problein. I we

vears ago has y'lelded "very positive

results” for the entire school.

With FM systems outfitted in 1'7
classrooms in the school, McLellan

. also added handheld microphones

for children to use when speaking
in front of the class.

“There have been some nice
spin-offs,” he said. “Before, many
children that were in the back
couldn’t hear, but now they're more
involved. Some childran may have

* been reluctant to speak, but thh
‘the mw:nphone in front of them,

they'll speak now.”
- A'recent study from the Capddi- -
an Language and Literacy Research
Networlk shows that one in six
words is not vinderstood by the aver-

-age Grade 1 student due to excessive
) backgruund noise and poor acous-
" tics in classrooms:

McLellan said the. amphﬁcatmn
systems not only make words easier
to heax, they can also be tuned to

,emphasxze new sounds more clear]y
" for young learners..

Donna Bliss, principal at Pnest

g ’man Street School in Fredericton,ds
-experiencing similar results with 25
_amphﬁcahon systems in her schoul

:She said her students have; -

) 'become betterlisteners andteac‘n
ers no longer have to raisé their -

voices to gain oontml of a. noxsy
classroom.
Parents at the school ﬁmdralsed
to purchase the sound systems, .
which cost nearly $1.500 each.
“We've had very positive results

. and I would encourage any s chool

that’s ahle to do so as well,” she ;

said. .

Department .of Education -
spokesman Jason Humphrey: smd
the department has helped to fiund

-"s0me amiplification sysiems i in .
schools, but couldn’ t say how marng

.\Hesanl the' depamnent s “con=:
Y B496S “where the gov-: :



