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Young pupils
miss one in Six
wordsinclass

BYJANICETIBBETTS =

All Canadian teachers from
kindergarten to Grade 3 should
wear microphones, and class-
rooms should be equipped
with surround-sound systems
to give every pupil a “front-row
seat” when it comes to hearing,
say audiologists and speech
pathologists.

Citing research that shows
young children cannot hear
one of every six words the
teacher says, the Canadian As-
sociation of Speech-Language
Pathologists and Audiologists
said yesterday that classroom
chatter, the din of computers,
the hum of lights and outside
distractions make classrooms
noisy places that hinder pupils’
learning.

“When we put speakers in a
classroom ... everybody shuts
up and listens,” André Lafar-
gue, a New Brunswick audiolo-
gist, told a news conference on
Parliament Hill.

A new study of 1,162 pupils in
kindergarten to Grade 3, con-
ducted by the New Brunswick
government and professors at
the University of New
Brunswick and the Atlantic
Baptist University in Moncton,
N.B., found that sound amplifi-
cation is a significant benefit to
young pupils and should be
considered a “vital part” of
helping them learn.

In the study, researchers
studied 31 classes with sound
systems installed and 29 with-
out.

Pupils hear poorly if they are
more than 2.75 metres away
from the teacher. Another sig-
nificant problem is that teach-
ers’ voices become strained,
trying to make themselves

heard.

In tens of thousands of class-
rooms across Canada, teachers
are already donning light-
weight microphones around
their necks to project their
voices in the classroom.

Teacher Anna Crosland at
Bear Creek Elementary School
in Surrey, B.C., said “it’s still
early days” for surround sound
at her school, but the systems
appear to be making a differ-
ence since they were installed
in the middle of the last school
year,

“Even the youngest children
are able to articulate that it’s
easier for them to hear the
teacher,” said Ms. Crosland.

“I see the children physically
sit back in their chairs, know-
ing they're not going to have to
struggle to hear what the
teacher has to say.”

The systems also appear to
be making a difference for
pupils who are learning English
as a second language, she said.

The West Vancouver School
Board just bought dozens of
systems for about $1,200 each,
for all classrooms from Prima-
ry Grade to Grade 3.

“We think it’s going to help
our children,” said superinten-
dent Geoff Jobson, who hopes
to expand the system for pupils
in all grades if the board sees
results this year.

The speech-language pathol-
ogists and audiologists associa-
tion said that classrooms are
becoming noisier than ever.
Not only are computers and
other technology creating a
classroom buzz, pupils are also
doing more talking than ever
before because of interactive
learning that requires more
participation and group work.

“When you walk into a typi-
cal classroom these days, you
see a lot of interaction, children
helping each other, assistants
moving around, children are
not sitting still in their chair,”
said Linda Rammage, associa-
tion president.
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Remeo Dallaire wrote about the slaughter in Rwanda in a book titled Shake Hands With the Devil.

Dallaire to testify for ‘context’
at Rwandan war crimes trial

Retired general
traumatized by
experience there

BY SUE MIONTGOMERY

MONTREAL - Senator Romeo Dal-
laire is such a hero in Rwanda
that parents have named their
newborn babies after him.

But the Gi-year-old retired
general remains haunted by the
failed United Nations mission
he led in the Central African
country, which found itself im-
potent in the face of genocide. It
was a period so traumatic for
him, he later attempted suicide.

Mr. Dallaire will have to
dredge up the ghosts of the past
again as he testifies today at the
trial of Désiré Munyaneza, a
Rwandan on trial for his alleged
participation in the mass
killings and rapes in 1904.

Although Mr. Dallaire hadn’t
heard of Mr. Munyaneza while
in Rwanda, he’s been called by
the Crown as a “context” wit-
ness to talk about the extermi-
nation of the minority Tutsi
ethnic group by the majority
Hutus.

“We need to establish the ac-
tions or intentions of the ac-
cused at the time (of the alleged
crimes),” said Alexis Gauthier,
one of three Crown prosecutors
on the case. “But these inten-
tions aren’t crimes in them-
selves, so we need to establish
the context in which the crime
took place.” :

Mr, Munyaneza, a 40-year-old
failed refugee claimant, came to
Canada in 1996. After a six-year
RCMP investigation, he was ar-
rested and became the first per-
son charged under Canada’s
war crimes and crimes against
humanity law, passed in zooo.
His trial in Quebec Superior
Court began in March.

Mr. Dallaire has testified at
the International Criminal Tri-
bunal for Rwanda in Tanzania.
He has also written a book
about the slaughter, in which an
estimated 800,000 Tutsis and
moderate Hutus were killed by
extremist Hutus. His book,
Shake Hands With the Devil,
was just released as a film, star-
ring Quebec actor Roy Dupuis
as Mr. Dallaire.

Mr. Dallaire arrived in Rwan-
da in 1993, months before the
slaughter began, to command
the UN force brought in to ob-
serve the fragile peace between
the Hutu government and the
rebels, who were mostly Tutsi.

When the Rwandan presi-
dent’s plane was shot down in
1994, the extremists began their
killings, which lasted 100 days.
Mr. Dallaire pleaded with the
UN to send him additional
troops, but the UN said no.
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Acquittal: Hemophilia society shocked by verdict

Continued from PAGEAL

At the time of the alleged of-
fences, Dr. Perrault was the di-
rector of the Canadian Red
Cross blood transfusion service.
Dr. Boucher and Dr. Furesz were
top officials at the Bureau of Bio-
logics, a Health Canada agency
that regulated blood products.

The Crown alleged that the
defendants were aware of the
potential risks from the product
and did not take the necessary
steps to protect hemophiliacs
before the HT Factorate was re-
called by Armour in December

1987.

Judge Benotto described the
tainted blood infections as a
tragedy, although she rejected
the Crown theory that the de-
fendants did not act properly in
assessing health risks for hemo-
philiacs receiving the blood
products..

“The conduct examined in de-
tail for over one and a half years
confirms reasonable, responsi-
ble and professional actions and
responses during a difficult
time,” said the judge.

As the judge read out the ac-
quittals, there were audible

sighs of disbelief from represen-
tatives of the Canadian Hemo-
philia Society.

“We are shocked,” said John
Plater of the society. “We don’t
know how she could say their
conduct was professional or rea-
sonable. She really thought they
did a good job.” Mr. Plater re-
ferred to Judge Benotto's deci-
sion as “ludicrous” and urged
the Crown to appeal.

The Krever report issued in
1997 referred to the tainted
blood scandal as a “national
public health disaster,” and
found that the Red Cross “re-

-coiled from responsibility,” al-

though no individuals were sin-
gled out.

The findings of Justice Horace
Krever could not be used in the
criminal prosecution, but the
RCMP spent millions of dollars
in its own five-year independent
investigation before filing
charges.

As well, senior provincial
prosecutor Michael Bernstein
led a team of seven Crown attor-
neys throughout the trial.

Edward Greenspan, who rep-
resented Dr. Perrault, rejected a
suggestion by the hemophilia

society that the defence had a le-
gal “dream team” that was able
to outmatch the Crown during
the trial.

“The prosecution had untold
money to spend,” he said. “The
bottom line is there was no
criminal conduct.”

Dr. Rodell, who is retired and
lives near Philadelphia, said af-
ter the verdict that the ruling
supports his actions more than
20 years ago. “We went with the
information we had at our dis-
posal at the time. We instituted
programs to minimize — we
couldn’t eliminate — the risks.”
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