Canadian Association of Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists (CASLPA)

Code of Ethics
Preamble
CASLPA members shall abide by the Code of Ethics, By-Laws and policies of the association. The
Code of Ethics sets forth the fundamental values and standards essential to the responsible practice )
of speech-language pathology and audiology. The underlying values of the Code form the rationale C
for ethical standards and provide the basis for ethical practice and decision-making. The standards

within the Code guide members in maintaining professionally acceptable behaviour in their practice.
These are also the standards others use to judge members, and that form the basis for the actions of

the CASLPA Ethics Committee. CASLPA-ACOA

Any action that violates the spirit and purpose of the Code of Ethics is considered unethical. The

Code provides guidance; it cannot offer definitive resolution to all ethical questions that may arise during professional practice.
Failure to specify any particular responsibility of practice in this Code does not negate the existence of these responsibilities or
practices.

CASLPA members hold these values:

Members recognize and adhere to the principles of truth, accountability, objectivity and accuracy in all of their activities.

Members support and enhance the reputation of their profession by participating in and accepting the self-regulation of their
profession, honouring contractual agreements and complying with Federal and Provincial/Territorial laws. Members seek to
advance the quality and provision of professional services through advocacy and public education.

Members value the well being of others. The welfare and dignity of those served professionally is paramount. The provision
of professional services takes priority over personal interests, aims and opinions. Members demonstrate respect, compassion
and confidentiality in their interactions with others. Members accept and respect differing perspectives and seek to understand
differing cultural beliefs that affect their professional services.

Members practice within their scope of competence and seek to enhance and maintain their professional skills through
continuing education. Members strive to provide professional services and information supported by current scientific and

professional research.

In this CASLPA Code of Ethics, members should interpret the standards as defined
with these terms:

means the individual receiving professional services and in the case of an individual who is not capable, the legal
guardian or legal representative. With the consent of the individual or legal guardian/representative, “client” may also include
family members and caregivers.

means any disorder and/or delay within the scope of practice for a speech-language pathologist
and/or audiologist including but not limited to the following: speech-language disorders, hearing impairment, vertigo, tinnitus,
swallowing, reading and writing and cognitive disorders.

means the acceptance of any form of benefit, economic reward or gifts whereby the professional
judgment of the speech-language pathologist and/or audiologist is compromised and the services provided or recommendations
made are influenced by factors other than the best interest of the individuals receiving the services.

means a client gives consent to receive a proposed service following a process of decision-making
leading to an informed choice. Valid consent may be either verbal or written unless otherwise required by institutional or
provincial/territorial regulation. The client is provided with sufficient information, including the benefits and risks, and the
possible alternatives to the proposed service, and the client understands this information. The client can withdraw informed
consent at any time.



“Professional Competence” means the ongoing ability to integrate and apply the knowledge, skills, attitudes and judgement
required to provide effective and ethical speech-language pathology and/or audiology services within a designated area of
practice.

“Services” means direct, indirect and follow-up activities.

“Supportive Personnel” means individuals providing services under the direct supervision of a speech-language pathologist
and/or audiologist. This excludes teachers, volunteers and family members.

“Telepractice” means reference to the use of technology to deliver speech-language pathology and/or audiology services at a
distance.
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Approved by the CASLPA Board of Directors, February 9, 2005

(Footnotes)
' CASLPA Scope of Practice is available at www.caslpa.ca or from National Office.
2The CASLPA draft Position Paper on Telepractice is one reference.
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